Introduction {#sec1_1}
============

The potential of an implantation of urinary tract urothelial carcinoma via urine has been recognized \[[@B1]\]; however, cutaneous and mucosal implantation, including the prepuce and glans penis, of urothelial carcinoma is clinically extremely rare \[[@B2]\]. Here, we report a case of metastatic urothelial carcinoma of the prepuce and glans penis, which was strongly suspected to be a metastatic implantation of non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer via urine.

Case Report {#sec1_2}
===========

During treatment for hypertension and diabetes mellitus, a 70-year-old male was diagnosed by his general practitioner with renal insufficiency with increased serum creatinine levels of 3.46 mg/dl. Bilateral hydronephrosis and urinary retention were detected on ultrasonography, and the patient was referred to our department. Computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) revealed widespread papillary tumors on the bladder wall and urine cytology had positive findings. Transurethral resection of the bladder tumor (TUR-BT) was performed, and the pathological findings revealed urothelial carcinoma of the bladder (pTa, low grade). The patient\'s bilateral hydronephrosis and renal function were improved by the insertion of a urethral catheter; hydronephrosis and renal insufficiency did not occur after the removal of the urethral catheter. After TUR-BT, 4 instances of tumor recurrence were observed, and additional TUR-BTs were performed during a 2.5-year observation period. Each pathological finding revealed low-grade, non-muscle-invasive bladder carcinoma.

Six months after the last TUR-BT, when the patient was 73 years old, cystoscopic examination showed multiple papillary pedunculated tumors. TUR-BT was not performed immediately because of comorbidities, and urine cytology continuously revealed positive findings for urothelial carcinoma cells. TUR-BT was again performed after 8 months of cystoscopic examination. The patient had pseudophimosis of the penis, and the examination of the prepuce and glans penis during TUR-BT revealed several papillary tumors with a maximum size equivalent to that of the tip of the small finger. TUR-BT, circumcision, and electrocoagulation of the tumor on the glans penis were performed. Pathological findings revealed low-grade, non-muscle-invasive urothelial carcinoma (fig. [1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}) and metastatic uro-thelial carcinoma of the prepuce (fig. [2](#F2){ref-type="fig"}, fig. [3](#F3){ref-type="fig"}). After surgery, no recurrence was detected during a 2-year observation period.

Discussion {#sec1_3}
==========

A previous review of the literature for reports of cutaneous metastases from genitourinary malignancies defined 4 basic mechanisms of metastatic dissemination by which the skin could be accessed: (a) direct invasion from the underlying neoplasm; (b) implantation from an operative scar; (c) spread through the lymphatics, and/or (d) hematogenous spread \[[@B1]\]. Although the review reported that these findings occurred in advanced disease in almost all cases, implantation from an operative scar may indicate the potential for a tumor implantation of urothelial carcinoma via urine. In addition, there were several reports of seeding of urothelial carcinoma outside the urinary tract after iatrogenic surgical procedures \[[@B3]\].

On the other hand, a metastatic cutaneous implantation of non-muscle-invasive urothelial carcinoma via urine not caused by iatrogenic procedures is clinically extremely rare; there have been only few reports \[[@B2], [@B4], [@B5]\]. In our case, the pathological findings of papillary tumors from the prepuce resembled those of the tumors from the bladder. CT revealed no distant metastases, and a metastatic implantation of the prepuce and glans penis was strongly suspected. Furthermore, the pseudophimosis observed in our patient has only been reported in 1 patient so far \[[@B2]\]. In some previous cases, contact with urine containing urothelial carcinoma cells was considered to be the cause of a metastatic implantation of the labia minor \[[@B4], [@B5]\]; a similar mechanism may be involved in pseudophimosis. Skin care is important in patients with urothelial carcinoma whose urine may continuously contain malignant cells.
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